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can be given; both terms are objects of
experience, present or eventual, and the
passage between them is made in time by an
experienced transition.' Nor need the signs
^hich lead to a particular object be always
the same, or of one sort; an object may
be designated and announced unequivocally
by a verbal description, without any direct
image, or by images now of one sense and
now of another, or by some external relation,
such as its place, or by its proper name, if
it possesses one; and these designations all
convey knowledge of it and may be true
signs, if in yielding to then* suggestion we
are brought eventually to the object meant.
Here, if I am not mistaken, is the genuine
application of what the pragmatists call their
theory of truth. It concerns merely what
links a sign to the thing signified, and renders
it a practical substitute for the same. But
this empirical analysis of signification has
been entangled with more or less hazardous
views about truth, such as that an idea is
true so long as it is believed to be true, or
that it is true if it is good and useful, or that
it is not true until it is verified. This last
suggestion shows what strange reversals a